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Table B.  Deaths and death rates for 2011 and age-adjusted death rates and percent changes in age-adjusted rates from 2010 to 2011 for 
the 15 leading causes of death in 2011:  United States, final 2010 and preliminary 2011 

[Data are based on a continuous file of records received from the states.  Rates are per 100,000 population; age-adjusted rates per 100,000 U.S. standard population based on 
the year 2000 standard; see "Technical Notes." For explanation of asterisks (*) preceding cause-of-death codes, see "Technical Notes." Figures for 2011 are based on weighted 
data rounded to the nearest individual, so categories may not add to totals] 

Age-adjusted death rate 
Cause of death (Based on the International Classification Death Percent 

Rank1 of Diseases, Tenth Revision, 2008 Edition, 2009) Number rate 2011 2010 change 

... All causes 2,512,873 806.5 740.6 747.0 -0.9 

1 Diseases of heart (I00-I09,I11,I13,I20-I51) 596,339 191.4 173.7 179.1 -3.0 
2 Malignant neoplasms (C00-C97) 575,313 184.6 168.6 172.8 -2.4 
3 Chronic lower respiratory diseases (J40-J47) 143,382 46.0 42.7 42.2 1.2 
4 Cerebrovascular diseases (I60-I69) 128,931 41.4 37.9 39.1 -3.1 
5 Accidents (unintentional injuries) (V01-X59,Y85-Y86)2,3 122,777 39.4 38.0 38.0 0.0 
6 Alzheimer's disease (G30) 84,691 27.2 24.6 25.1 -2.0 
7 Diabetes mellitus (E10-E14) 73,282 23.5 21.5 20.8 3.4 
8 Influenza and pneumonia (J09-J18)4 53,667 17.2 15.7 15.1 4.0 
9 Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis (N00-N07,N17-N19,N25-N27)5 45,731 14.7 13.4 15.3 -12.4 
10 Intentional self-harm (suicide) (*U03,X60-X84,Y87.0)2 38,285 12.3 12.0 12.1 -0.8 
11 Septicemia (A40-A41) 35,539 11.4 10.5 10.6 -0.9 
12 Chronic liver disease and cirrhosis (K70,K73-K74) 33,539 10.8 9.7 9.4 3.2 
13 Essential hypertension and hypertensive renal disease (I10,I12,I15) 27,477 8.8 8.0 8.0 0.0 
14 Parkinson's disease (G20-G21)6 23,107 7.4 7.0 6.8 2.9 
15 Pneumonitis due to solids and liquids (J69) 18,090 5.8 5.3 5.1 3.9 

... All other causes (Residual) 512,723 164.6 … … …. 

...    Category not applicable.
 
1Rank based on number of deaths.
 
2For unintentional injuries, suicides, preliminary and final data may differ significantly because of the truncated nature of the preliminary file.
 
3New ICD-10 subcategories were introduced for the existing X34 (Victim of earthquake); see "Technical Notes."
 
4New ICD-10 code J12.3 (Human metapneumovirus pneumonia) was added to the category in 2011; see "Technical Notes."
 
5New subcategories replace previous ones for N18 (Chronic kidney disease) in 2011. Changes affect comparability with previous year's data; see "Techinical Notes."
 
6New ICD-10 code G21.4 (Vascular parkinsonism) was added to the category in 2011; see "Technical Notes."
 

NOTES: Data are subject to sampling and random variation. For information regarding the calculation of standard errors and further discussion of the variability of the data, see
 
"Technical Notes."
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